[image: image1.jpg]






ALearn Update
December 3, 2009
Dear Friends of ALearn,

Happy Holidays to all of our supporters. This has been a busy fall for ALearn. Here are some highlights:
· We’re on YouTube, thanks to Greg Lambrecht, one of our Santa Clara student interns this summer. To see what some of the students we served in our math summer program, click on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kgpg897WKw
· ALearn has formed a partnership with Silicon Valley Education Foundation (SVEF) to partner on middle school math programs.  ALearn’s Math Acceleration Program (MAP) serves incoming 7th graders and SVEF’s SUTA Program serves incoming 8th graders.  We will work together to serve the same Districts, and SUTA will add the college-going culture and college student tutors, the parent interaction the other enrichment parts of the MAP program that makes it successful.
· ALearn has entered discussions with nine Districts for providing our MAP program next summer—starting with the 2 we served last summer, Sunnyvale and Oak Grove and adding potentially Franklin McKinley, Alum Rock, Milpitas, Mt. Pleasant, Orchard, Berryessa, and San Jose Unified.  We will sign MOUs sometime in December with many of these Districts.
· Our ALearn AVID Bridge is growing as well. ALearn is in active discussion with Overfelt High School to expand our ALearn AVID Bridge program to 120 students (double the size) next summer.  We are also planning the next summer program with MVLA District, where we will be entering our 3rd year with that program.  And we have started discussions with one more high school in the East Side Union District as well. 

· ALearn’s social network resource center, www.zoomz.net, continues to grow in content as well as membership.  We now serve almost 300 members, with 116 high school students, 57 college students, 57 college grads and 27 experts on the site.  Web master Carlos Torres has helped to build up the site, along with a number of other interns. If you haven’t already seen it, please go to www.zoomz.net and join in!
· We are proud to welcome new supporters this fall, including Bank of America (via our generous Board member, Francisco Jimenez, who won their Hero Award); and Wells Fargo. We are extremely blessed to have second year support from a number of family foundations, including a substantial gift from the Geschke Family Foundation.
· ALearn has redone its web site. The graphics were designed by a summer intern and volunteer, Carmen Lew, and have greatly added to the look of the site.  See www.alearn.org.  
· Have some extra time and energy? ALearn has some volunteer opportunities where we could use some help: 

· College students who are first generation and/or minority who can help bring lively discussion and new members to our www.zoomz.net site: we need you!
· Marketing people who like to do marketing communications and might be able to help put out a newsletter: contact Kathryn
· Development volunteers: would anyone want to organize and/or sponsor a fund-raising event for ALearn?  We’d love to hear from you!

· If  you decide on charitable donations at year-end like many people, please keep ALearn on your Santa list.  Simply ALearn at 186 University Ave., Los Altos, Ca 94022 will get it here.

Happy Holidays, and Wishing You a Wonderful New Year!

In Warm Appreciation,

Kathryn S. Hanson
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